KENYATTA DAY: OCTOBER 20

Kenyatta Day is a public holiday in Kenya.
During this day Kenyans celebrate the memory of Jomo Kenyatta,
considered the founding father of the nation of Kenya, as well as all the
freedom fighters of their country. He was a visionary leader, brave and
intelligent man who led Kenyans through their fights against British
colonialist. These efforts led to a free and independent Kenya.
HISTORY OF KENYATTA DAY
Jomo Kenyatta (20/10/1894 – 22/08/1978), from the ethnic group of
the Kikuyu, received the name of Kamau wa Ngengi when he was born
in the village of Ngenda. After a common beginning of life, Kenyatta
entered into politics in 1924, following the ideas of leaders from the
KCA (Kikuyu Central Association). He founded a newspaper in Kenya,
the Reconciler, as well as wrote several articles for British newspapers
about the KCA. He studied and lived in London from 1934 to 1945,
when he returned to Kenya. He started as a teacher in a college and
gradually lifted himself through the ranks of politics in colonized Kenya.
He remained in jail, from 1951 to 1962, due to his alleged membership
with a radical anti-colonial movement. Even so, he was cherished and
loved by Kenyans, who demanded his release with a petition of over
one million signatures. In 1963 he became prime minister of the
autonomous Kenyan government, still under the rule of the British
Crown. After independence, he remained as prime-minister and on
1964 he became President when he successfully had Parliament amend
the Constitution to make Kenya a republic. He was re elected President
several times, until his death in 1978. His face still adorns Kenyan
currency notes and coins of all denomination.

KENYATTA DAY TRADITIONS, CUSTOMS AND ACTIVITIES
This day is occasioned by the President’s speech and military parade
across the Provincial and District Headquarters in Kenya. Besides
Nairobi where the president is scheduled to address the Nation, the
other similar meetings are addressed by the Provincial District
Commissioners the same day. All over the world there are celebrations
of expatriate Kenyans, who in this way join their country brothers,
rejoicing in the liberation and independence of Kenya.
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